JOHN    EVELYN
Forty years later Swift wrote on the same theme in
a clever but very disgusting poem called The Ladfs
Dressing-room. * It begins:
"Five hours (and who can do it less in?)
By haughty Celia spent in dressing;
The goddess from her chamber issues
Arrayed in lace brocade and tissues.
Strephon who found the room was void,
And Betty otherwise employed,
Stole in and took a strict survey
Of all the litter as it lay."
But the inventory which follows has a repulsive
realism which Evelyn and his daughter were careful
to avoid.
Numismata, a treatise on medals, "to which is added
a digression concerning physiognomy,55 published in
1697, must be regarded as one of Evelyn's failures,
although he was in correspondence with his publisher,
Benjamin Tooke, for three years making arrangements
for its publication and for the engravings it contains.
He asked that great care should be taken in super-
vising the printing, and was so angry when he found
it full of blunders that he wanted to insert in the
preface this sentence, "Finding it so miserably
deformed through the confident undertakers.5' But
he was persuaded not to do this. Horace Walpole
rightly complains that there was nothing about
British medallists in the book, and then turns to the
elaborate index which Evelyn had prepared and
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